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American 
Government 

Duration Assessed Standards Description / Big Ideas Essential Questions End of Unit 
Assessment 

Unit 1:  
Foundations 

of 
Government 

12 Days (4 
period A/B 
schedule) 

1.0 Civics: Students will understand the historical 
development and current status of the fundamental 
concepts and processes of authority, power, and 
influence, with particular emphasis on the 
democratic skills and attitudes necessary to become 
responsible citizens. 
2.0 Peoples of Nations and the World: Students 
will understand the diversity and commonality, 
human interdependence, and global cooperation of 
the people of Maryland, the United States, and the 
World through both a multicultural and historic 
perspective.  
4.0 Economics: Students will develop economic 
reasoning to understand the historical development 
and current status of economic principles, 
institutions, and processes needed to be effective 
citizens, consumers, and workers participating in 
local communities, the nation, and the world. 
6.0 Skills and Processes: Students shall use reading, 
writing, and thinking processes and skills to gain 
knowledge and understanding of political, historical, 
and current events using disciplinary and inquiry 
literacies. 

• How does government impact our 
daily life? 

• How does the United States fulfill the 
purposes of government? 

• How do various economic systems 
answer each economic question?  

• How do various economic systems 
address the behaviors of consumers 
and producers? 

• How does democracy ensure that the 
power of government is limited? 

• How do the three branches of the 
United States government ensure a 
balance of power? 

• How does the structure of the United 
States Constitution embody and 
reflect the principles of democracy? 

• How does the Bill of Rights ensure 
limits on the government? 

 

• Why do we have 
government? 

• To what extent do 
the principles of 
American 
Government 
impact individual 
rights and the 
power of 
government? 

County-created 
unit assessment 
which includes SR 
questions based on 
document analysis 
and a written 
response 

AND 
Teacher created 
assessment based 
on content covered 
in class. 
 
Additional 
teacher-created 
writing 
assignment, 
project, 
performance task, 
or other major 
assignment. 

Unit 2:  The 
Legislative 
and Executive 
Branches 

20 Days (4 
Period A/B 
schedule) 

1.0 Civics: Students will understand the historical 
development and current status of the fundamental 
concepts and processes of authority, power, and 
influence, with particular emphasis on the 
democratic skills and attitudes necessary to become 
responsible citizens. 
6.0 Skills and Processes: Students shall use reading, 
writing, and thinking processes and skills to gain 
knowledge and understanding of political, historical, 
and current events using disciplinary and inquiry 
literacies. 

o Historical Contextualization 
(D2.His.1) 

o Multiple Perspectives (D2.His.4) 

• How do the principles of government 
influence the structure and function 
of the executive branch as 
established in the Constitution? 

• How do the beliefs of political parties 
influence the legislative and 
executive branches of the 
government? 

• What are the formal and informal 
qualifications to be president? 

• What are the current nominating 
methods used in elections? 

• How does the media impact 
presidential elections? 

• How has the 
Constitution and 
the principles of 
government 
influence the 
structure, 
organization, and 
interactions of the 
legislative and 
executive 
branches?  

 

County-created 
unit assessment 
which includes SR 
questions based on 
document analysis 
and a written 
response 

AND 
Teacher created 
assessment based 
on content covered 
in class. 
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Assessment 

o Historical causation (D2.His14) 
o Analyzing Historical Sources 

(D2.His.13) 
o Creating/Supporting Historical 

Arguments (D4.1) 
 
 
 

• What is the role of the Electoral 
College and how does it impact the 
Presidency? 

• How does the Constitution grant and 
limit presidential powers? 

• How do principles of government 
influence the structure and 
organization of the legislative branch 
as established in the Constitution? 

• Does Congress have the appropriate 
power to fulfill its Constitutional 
responsibilities? 

• How does the process of lawmaking 
assist or impede the functioning of 
the legislative branch? 

• How do demographics and 
gerrymandering impact 
representation?  

• How do interest groups and PACs 
influence a representative 
democracy?  

• How have the interactions between 
the legislative and executive 
branches assisted or impeded civil 
rights?  

Additional 
teacher-created 
writing 
assignment, 
project, 
performance task, 
or other major 
assignment. 

Unit 3:  The 
Policy-
Making 
Process 

15 Days (4 
Period A/B 
schedule) 
 
**Includes 
days for 
Student 
Service 
Learning 
project 

1.0 Civics: Students will understand the historical 
development and current status of the fundamental 
concepts and processes of authority, power, and 
influence, with particular emphasis on the 
democratic skills and attitudes necessary to become 
responsible citizens.  
2.0 Peoples of Nations and the World: Students 
will understand the diversity and commonality, 
human interdependence, and global cooperation of 
the people of Maryland, the United States, and the 
World through both a multicultural and historic 
perspective. 

• How has the government’s role and 
policies adapted to address various 
public issues? 

• How does the government measure 
economic performance and set socio-
economic goals? 

• How effective is fiscal policy in 
achieving full employment, price 
stability, and economic growth?  

• How effective is monetary policy in 
achieving full employment, price 
stability, and economic growth?  

• How do the 
principles of 
government and 
competing 
interests impact 
the formulation 
and 
implementation of 
public policy? 
 

County-created 
unit assessment 
which includes SR 
questions based on 
document analysis 
and a written 
response 

AND 
Teacher created 
assessment based 
on content covered 
in class. 
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3.0 Geography: Students will use geographic 
concepts and processes to examine the role of 
culture, technology, and the environment in the 
location and distribution of human activities and 
spatial connections throughout time. 
4.0 Economics: Students will develop economic 
reasoning to understand the historical development 
and current status of economic principles, 
institutions, and processes needed to be effective 
citizens, consumers, and workers participating in 
local communities, the nation, and the world. 
6.0 Skills and Processes: Students shall use reading, 
writing, and thinking processes and skills to gain 
knowledge and understanding of political, historical, 
and current events using disciplinary and inquiry 
literacies. 

o Historical Contextualization 
(D2.His.1) 

o Multiple Perspectives (D2.His.4) 
o Analyzing Historical Sources 

(D2.His.13) 
o Creating/Supporting Historical 

Arguments (D4.1) 

• How has the government's role 
adapted to address regulatory policy? 

• How do regional, environmental, and 
land use interests shape the 
formulation and implementation of 
public policies? 

• How do competing interests impact 
government formation and 
implementation of social policy?  

• How does the United States establish 
and achieve foreign policy goals?  

• How does participation in 
international organizations help the 
United States achieve its foreign 
policy goals? 

Additional 
teacher-created 
writing 
assignment, 
project, 
performance task, 
or other major 
assignment. 

Unit 4:  The 
Judicial 
Branch 

20 Days (4 
Period A/B 
schedule) 
 
**Includes 
days for 
Student 
Service 
Learning 
project 

1.0 Civics: Students will understand the historical 
development and current status of the fundamental 
concepts and processes of authority, power, and 
influence, with particular emphasis on the 
democratic skills and attitudes necessary to become 
responsible citizens. 
6.0 Skills and Processes: Students shall use reading, 
writing, and thinking processes and skills to gain 
knowledge and understanding of political, historical, 
and current events using disciplinary and inquiry 
literacies. 

o Historical Contextualization 
(D2.His.1) 

o Multiple Perspectives (D2.His.4) 

• How does the structure of the judicial 
branch impact the power of federal 
and state courts? 

• How do the criminal and civil court 
systems maintain order and uphold 
individual rights?  

• To what extent does the judicial 
branch uphold the principles of 
government? 

• How have the decisions of the 
Supreme Court impacted policies 
over time? 

 

• To what extent 
does the judicial 
branch uphold the 
principles of 
government? 
 

County-created 
unit assessment 
which includes SR 
questions based on 
document analysis 
and a written 
response 

AND 
Teacher created 
assessment based 
on content covered 
in class. 
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o Analyzing Historical Sources 
(D2.His.13) 

o Creating/Supporting Historical 
Arguments (D4.1) 

Additional 
teacher-created 
writing 
assignment, 
project, 
performance task, 
or other major 
assignment. 

 

Historical Thinking Skills 
Making Historical Connections (D2.His.1) Analyze connections among events and developments in broader historical contexts. 

Continuity and Change (D2.His.2) Analyze continuity and change in historical eras. 

Multiple perspectives (D2.His.4) Analyze complex and interacting factors that influenced the perspectives of people during different historical periods.   
 

Analyzing Historical Sources and Evidence 
(D2.His.13) 

Evaluate the relevancy and utility of a historical source based on information such as maker, date, place of origin, intended audience, purpose and 
content.  

Analyzing Historical Causation (D2.His.14) Explain multiple causes and effects of events and developments in the past. 

Creating/Supporting Arguments (D4.1) Construct arguments using claims and evidence from multiple sources, while acknowledging the strengths and limitations of the arguments.  

Creating/Supporting Explanations (D4.1) Construct explanations using reasoning, correct sequence, examples, and details with relevant information and data, while acknowledging the strengths 
and weaknesses of the explanations.  

 


